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Payne, Alfred 

Private, TF/293037 
3rd/10th Battalion, Duke of Cambridge's Own  

(Middlesex Regiment) 

formerly 7020, Middlesex Regiment 

Place of Birth: Haverhill 

Date of Death: Thursday, 4th October 1917 

Killed in Action 

Memorial: Tyne Cot  

Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 19 years 
 

Members of two long established Long Melford families were married in the autumn 
of 1876 - Henry Frederick Payne and Ann Ambrose.  Henry Frederick was one of the 
eight children of Charles, a factory labourer, and Emma Payne of Hall Street.  Ann 
grew up in a confectioner’s and sweet shop, also in Hall Street. 
 
In 1881 Henry and Annie lived in West Hall Street, Long Melford.  Henry was in 
steady employment as a mat weaver and Annie was working from home as a 
dressmaker.  By 1891 the couple had three children: Ellen, Minnie and Charles, born 
14th October 1886, and Annie now ran the sweet shop. 
  
By 1901 the growing family was at 47 Burton End in Haverhill.  Henry was still 
working as a mat weaver, but Annie had returned to dressmaking.  Son Charles, at 
the age of 14, was a rope maker.  There was another daughter, Annie, together with 
two more sons – Frederick born 3rd June 1895 and Alfred born 16th October 1897. 
 
Alfred Payne grew up in Haverhill at 47 Burton End, Haverhill. By 1911 his eldest 
brother, Charles had left home to join his uncle in Manor Park, Essex, as a butchery 
assistant.  The younger sons, Frederick and Alfred were at home in Haverhill and 
had both found employment as clerks.  
 
Alfred enlisted at Stratford, Essex in 1915. His occupation as given on his Short 
Service Attestation which he completed at East Ham on 12th December is 'trainee 
mileage clerk’.  It seems he had replaced his eldest brother Charles as a boarder at 
his uncle and aunt’s (his father’s brother and sister-in-law, Alfred and Edith) at 43 
Stanley Road, Manor Park as this was the address he provided. His service record 
gives his age as 18 years and his height as 5 feet 8 inches. His next of kin was his 
mother Annie Payne of Burton End, Haverhill.  
 
Alfred joined the Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex Regiment) as Private No. 

293037 in the 3/10th (T.F.) Battalion. He was posted to the Reserves and mobilised 

on 26th September 1916 at Stratford. On 31st May 1917 he was posted to the British 

Expeditionary Force. Ernest Sizer, also from Haverhill, was in this Battalion.  
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The Middlesex Regiment saw action in the Ypres Salient, in the battles leading up to 
Passchendaele.  Alfred was posted as “missing in action” on 4th October 1917 and 
later declared ‘Killed in Action’ as of that day.  He was 19 years old.   
 

After leaving Liepzig Camp on 2nd October the battalion war diary for the 4th October 

1917 tells us that: ‘The starting point was 100 yards north of Eagle Trench… At 6 am 

(zero hour) on the 4/10/17 our artillery barrage started and the two leading 

companies B and C moved forward to Eagle Trench followed by D and A Coys at 

about 8 am. B.H.Q. started to move forward to Eagle Trench and had not gone more 

than 300 yards before the C.O. was knocked down by a splinter from a shell and the 

Battalion Intelligence Officer was wounded in the wrist by a shell. B.H.Q. found it 

impossible to move forward owing to the intense barrage. After the C.O. had 

recovered from the knockout blow B.H.Q. moved to Eagle Trench where O.C. 

Seaforths had returned from KangarooTrench ….OC Seaforths informed CO 3/10 

Middx Regt that the whole of his Battalion had been absorbed in the attack. The 

enemy kept an intense barrage on Eagle Trench 4th and 5th Oct and it was almost 

impossible to move, a lot of stretcher cases were killed coming down with their 

bearers.… The 1st Royal Warwicks arrived at about 4 pm on 4/10/17 and filled up the 

gap in the line with 2nd line of 11th Brigade and later pushed forward and got in touch 

with the remainder of the 2nd Seaforth and 3/10 Middx Regt’. 

 
The South West Suffolk Echo reported on 17th November 1917: 

 
‘Just a month ago we had the painful duty of announcing that the 
second son of Mr. and Mrs. F. Payne of 47 Burton End, Haverhill had 
been killed in action on September 27th. This week they have been 
officially informed that another son, Pte. A. Payne of the Middlesex 
Regt., was posted as missing on October 4th while serving in France.’  

 

Alfred’s Officer Commanding wrote on 17th November 1917:  
 

‘With great regret I have to tell you that your son Pte. A Payne, who 
was reported missing on October 4th, and that nothing has been heard 
of him since.  The regret that express is shared by all of his comrades, 
amongst whom he was deservedly popular, and I am asked by them to 
convey their sympathy to you. Should any further news come to hand it 
will be at once advised to you by the Officer in Charge of Record, 
Hounslow.’  
 

Several months later, in 1919, his parents Henry and Annie received an account of 
the military action in which Alfred was killed. 
 

 ‘After sheltering all night we went over the top … and met heavy 
machine gun fire and rifle fire enfilading us.  Soon after mid-day the 
Germans counter-attacked in mass formation.… we went forward again 
and held the ground. …  
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 We were in shell-holes, advancing by little rushes for about 1200 yards 
altogether under heavy fire.  Terrific shelling was going on.  It was 
almost impossible to get out to bury anyone at the time, and for days 
afterwards the ground was raked by fire and constantly torn up by 
shells. 
In the afternoon of 4th October we relieved the Highlanders on 
Passchendaele Ridge … some of my platoon were killed in the enemy 
artillery barrage when we were standing-to before going forwards. 
Others were shot by snipers in the line of shell holes … 

 The Dressing Station was nearly two miles away; the shelling was very 
heavy, the weather misty, and the ground very muddy and difficult for 
wounded men going back.’ 

 
Along with his brothers, 
Alfred is commemorated, 
on the Tyne Cot Memorial 
near Zonnebeke, 
Belgium.   
 
Alfred is also 

remembered, together 

with his older brother, 

Frederick on the St Mary’s 

Memorial Plaque, a 

screen erected by fellow 

class members. 

(Photo courtesy of CWGC) 

 

 
Alfred was awarded the 
Victory and the British War 
Medals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The family lost the three young men in a three month period in 1917.  On 10th June 
1919 the Payne brothers’ father, Henry (known as Frederick), age 63, had the 
melancholy task of completing Army Form W.5080, which was “a statement of the 
names and addresses of all the Relatives” of No.  293037 Pte Payne A – deceased. 
The finished document was attested by a Justice of the Peace. 
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He wrote: 
 

‘The brothers’ Mother, Annie, was 66 and lived at 47 Burton End 
Haverhill, as the couple had done for many years. 
 
Brothers of the Soldier:  Charlie Payne, age 30, killed in action 

Frederick Payne, age 22, killed in action 
Sisters of the Soldier Ellen Cooper, 38, 3 Albert Road Hounslow 

Minnie Springett, 36, Bentinck Mews 
Marylebone 
Annie Gentry, 27, 12 Ophir Road 
Portsmouth 

Grandparents of the Soldier  
Mrs Ambrose, 83, The Green, Long Melford 

Nephews and Nephews and nieces of the Soldier  
Maurice Cooper 8; Edna Cooper 2; 
Edward Springett 9; Evelyn Springett 5; 
Charlie Payne 5; Annie Gentry 5 months’  

 
A grandmother had lost at least 3 grandsons; the parents all their sons; the sisters all 
their brothers; a little boy had lost his father and for the nephews and nieces there 
were no maternal uncles. 

 

Alfred, Charles and Frederick Payne, died during the Battle of Passchendaele. They 

all served with different Regiments and whether or not they had an opportunity to 

meet each other or even knew they were all in the same area is unknown.  

 

The South West Suffolk Echo of 28 Sept 1918 marked the first anniversary of their 

deaths with a moving tribute from their parents and sisters.  

 

On a far and lonely battlefield 

When the trees their branches bend, 

Lie three loving sons and brothers, 

Sent to their untimely end. 

 

We never knew the pain they bore, 

We never saw them die, 

We only know they passed away 

And never said, “Goodbye”. 

 

We loved them in life too little 

We love them in death too well.  

 

Ernest Sizer the other Haverhill man serving with the 3rd / 10th Battalion died the day 

after Alfred from wounds sustained in the same action. 


